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FINANCIALS
REVENUE
Grants & Contributions .................... $790,485
Investment Income .............................. $6,162
Special Events (net) ........................... $112,236
Other Income ...................................... $898
TOTAL .......................................... $909,781

EXPENSES 
Program Services .............................. $647,205
General & Administrative ............... $77,728
Fundraising .......................................... $98,370
TOTAL .......................................... $823,304

ASSETS & LIABILITIES
Assets .................................................... $1,638,686
Current Liabilities ............................... $908
Net Assets ............................................ $1,637,778
Total Liabilities & Net Assets .......... $1,638,686
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On social media, a video circulated where a child in need is on the street and the producers are 
waiting to see how/if  people respond. Similar to the “What Would You Do” tv program, dozens of  
people walked past the child without responding, but for others the possibility of  helping a child 
was irresistible. We are grateful that you, supporters, are people who are compelled to respond. 
Because of  YOU, children know that they are not invisible.

Last year, 211 volunteers served 627 children—the highest number in our history. These 627 
children no longer feel invisible because they have one, consistent adult they can trust in their 
CASA volunteer. CASA provided quality training and an expanded continuing education curriculum 
to support volunteers in their service of  being an effective voice for children. CASA added services 
to children through its Life Skills Academy--supporting teens by teaching them finance basics, job 
skills and career readiness. 

This is only possible because of  YOU. Thank you for not just ensuring no child is invisible, but they 
are SEEN and HEARD. 

MESSAGE FROM CEO WILLIAM MYERS



For the first half  of Adam’s life, he was a spectator. He watched his parents wither away on drugs. His dad died 
of an overdose and his mom was hanging on the edge of addiction. 

His sister was barely older than him and she tried her best to take care of him. But, they were wading through 
life with everyone passing them by, not noticing they were drowning in neglect. 

When Adam was 8, mom couldn’t pay the bills or afford rent. They were homeless. 

Grandma took them in. Adam was hopeful. His grandmother’s house was small but at least he knew she would 
notice him not going to school; she would notice if  he was sick; she would notice if  he was hungry; and she 
would take care of him. 

Adam didn’t see his mom for awhile. She was in trouble again. But, life seemed a little better until one night 
he woke up and smelled smoke. The house was on fire. They rushed outside and huddled in his grandmother’s 
arms, watching as everything, even the little bit he could call his own, was taken away by roaring hot flames. 

All three of them moved into a small apartment. He was relieved that they had a roof over their heads. 

I AM NOT INVISIBLE. ADAM’S STORY. 



It wasn’t long after that Adam and sister were back with mom. But, this time she wasn’t alone. She had 
a boyfriend, Bruce, who yelled and hit her. Adam watched helplessly as his mom gasped for air trying to 
get free from Bruce’s hold.

No one noticed him watching. Staring. Crying. 

The world had gone crazy around him, as though he was in the middle of  that blazing fire, too hot for 
anyone to come near and rescue him. 

This would be the last day, the last day that he was invisible. 

The social worker came and took them back to their grandmother’s apartment. A few days later, Adam had 
a visitor from CASA, a volunteer named Natalie. 

Natalie was different. She smiled all the time. She talked to him and not about him. She asked him what 
he liked to do. Adam loved spending time with her. He got to go to the movies and eat popcorn. He swam 
in a big pool. He even rode a roller coaster! He didn’t know what it was like to have fun, to be a kid.
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School was something Adam used to be scared of, but now he enjoys it. His 
grades started getting better. After seeing an orchestra play at school, he 
started learning violin. He would send his CASA text messages just to say hello. 
Maybe he was just checking that she was still there, but every time, Natalie 
always texted back. 

When Natalie was visiting Adam, he mentioned that grandma wasn’t feeling 
well. Her doctor handed them the bad news that she had cancer. As she fought 
bravely, Adam’s CASA and social worker took turns taking meals to the house, 
always making sure the kids knew they weren’t alone. Other family members 
came and stayed. 

Grandma was tough and she completed chemo and is in remission. The social 
worker found a house for them to rent that was bigger than their tiny apartment. 
Adam was able to attend an Equine Assisted Program thanks to his CASA, who 
runs the program on their family farm. He has even participated in mission trips 
to the Appalachia. 
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It’s been three years since Adam’s seen his mom. The last time their 
social worker came over, mom was in jail and then in rehab. Adam 
was angry at his mom, for not loving them enough to be there for 
them. For a long time, Adam thought it was his fault. He wasn’t good 
enough. He made too much of  a mess. He was the burden. 

But his grandmother was there. She looked out for him. She didn’t 
leave him. She even fought cancer so he wouldn’t be alone. And then, 
there was his CASA, who showed him that life can be fun. He can 
laugh and cry. He can shout with glee or in fear because he had a 
voice. Adam could just be himself—whoever that may be. It was 
then that Adam knew for the first that he wasn’t just a stander-by. 

Adam could be part of  this life and he could shape it, because his 
CASA showed him he had a voice—and that voice mattered. 
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982 EASTERN PKWY BOX 9 LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 | www.CASARiverRegion.org

VOLUNTEER PERSPECTIVE
“I didn’t think becoming a CASA was for someone 

like me. I had a full time job and a toddler. 
But, something was missing in my everyday. 
My friend asked me to come to a breakfast 
about kids in need. I thought, “why not?” 

What resonated that early in the morning 
was this idea that one person can change one 

person’s story. Something as small as one hour a 
week can mean the world to a kid that has no one. That’s why I became a 
CASA. I couldn’t imagine my own child not having either me or my husband. 
There are so many kids that don’t have even one person they feel is on their 
side. I’d hope someone would be there for my son if  I couldn’t. 

When I see the smile on my CASA kid’s face, I know I made the right choice. 
That smile is precious. Because until I show up, she doesn’t trust that I will. 
Everyone’s let her down. But, her smile brings me hope that maybe for this 
short time, she can just be kid and trust that I’ve got her back.”

MISSION: Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of  the River 
Region supports and promotes court-appointed volunteer advocacy 
for abused and neglected children so that they can thrive in safe, 
permanent homes. CASA recruits and trains community volunteers to 
advocate for the best interests of  children.
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