
ALL KIDS NEED 
IS A LITTLE HELP, A LITTLE HOPE 
& SOMEONE WHO 
BELIEVES IN THEM.

-MAGIC JOHNSON

We are excited about our 2016 achievements! All around the Commonwealth people are rising to support CASA! 
In 2016, for the first time, CASA was awarded a grant from the Commonwealth’s general fund to support 

programs and growth. 

Unfortunately, with the opioid and other crises, the number of children needing a CASA is also rising. When 
I began at CASA in 2013, there were 2,300 children in our area with substantiated cases of abuse and 
neglect. Today there are over 3,600. Increasing numbers of children and the complexity of the cases 
means our needs are rising. CASA needs more volunteers to serve children, more financial support to 
supervise volunteers, and more awareness to stop and prevent child abuse.

I hope you will rise to support CASA this year and in the future! There are many ways to get involved—
volunteering, donating, or telling a friend about our work. All of this helps us make an impact on the lives of 

vulnerable children living in our community.

Thank you for helping us ensure that every child has an adult who cares deeply 
about his/her best interests and safety.

GARRETT, 15

AUDREY, 9

Audrey’s mother jumped from one abusive relationship to 
the next. She often forgot to feed Audrey. Audrey would 
come to school in the same clothes as the day before. 
She rarely completed homework. Several reports were 
filed by the school. One day, she was removed from her 
mother’s care and placed  with her grandmother. Despite 
having someone who cared for her, Audrey still had 
trouble reading and repeated the second grade. 

Audrey’s CASA felt there had to be something else. She requested a 
specialized education plan, including extra help with reading and a mental 
health assessment. The assessment revealed Audrey had a behavioral 
disorder that prevented her from appropriately dealing with emotions. 
Audrey began medication and therapy. Today, she excels in school—not 
only can she read, she is a leader in her class.

Garrett found his father unconscious on the bathroom floor after an overdose. 
Luckily, his father survived. Garret and his sister moved in with their 
grandparents. Garrett worried often that his father might overdose again. The 
stress caused Garrett’s grades to suffer. School began to feel less important. 

At the end of his sophomore year, he was at risk of being held back. 

He was paired with a CASA at the beginning of summer. The 
CASA went to Garrett’s school and learned that if  he didn’t 
attend summer school he would not graduate on time.  Garrett 
missed the first day of class. The CASA spoke with the guidance 
counselor and Garrett’s grandparents so he  could begin the 

following day. Over the summer, the CASA worked with him on 
his homework and made sure he attended class daily. Because of  

his CASA, Garrett is on track to graduate with his friends.  

AMELIA, 7 JOSH, 17

By the time Amelia began elementary school, both her brother and her mother 
had died. Her father was addicted to drugs, so she was removed from his care 
and placed into a foster home. Amelia was not doing well in school and often 
had behavioral issues. Because of  her difficulties, she didn’t last long in one 
home and lived in multiple foster homes. Doctors prescribed her a combination 
of  medicine, but it did very little to help her cope. When the CASA was paired 
with Amelia’s case, he noticed minimal improvement despite regularly taking 

her prescriptions. The CASA brought her to a specialized doctor who 
reviewed her medications and narrowed them down to a few. 

Within a week of  the new combination, Amelia’s behavior 
improved at school and at home.

Josh and his large family lived in one hotel room. He 
frequently missed school to help take care of  his six 
younger siblings. When he did go, he often fought 
with the other kids and talked back to his teachers. 
Despite transferring schools, his behavior didn’t 
improve and he was on the brink of  dropping out.

When Josh was paired with his CASA, she listened to his 
perspective on his troubles at school. She quickly realized that his 
reactions were learned—his parents often dealt with conflict in 
extreme and dramatic ways. His CASA visited weekly and showed 
him better ways to respond to stress and conflict.  Now, he is 
regularly attending school with less disruptions. Josh’s grades have 
improved and he is considering college.
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Mimi is a consistent loving, nurturing, and listening presence. She is also fearlessly committed 
to her CASA kids. She advocates for teenagers, which some may find difficult. But, Mimi can 

withstand the hormones, mood swings and silence because she knows it’s a test. She 
continually reaches out to her CASA kids without bias. 

Mimi became a CASA Volunteer in June 2015. She heard about CASA through a good 
friend. “I became a CASA because I felt a need to be a supportive factor for the 
children in need.” On one of her cases, the two children told Mimi they wanted to live 
with their dad and grandmother. Through her persistence, the custody was changed. 

Mimi has made a real impression and impact on the children. She received a text from 
one of the kids on the case that read, “I love you and hope that you stay in touch with 

me after the case is over.” Mimi’s supervisor, Josette, is proud to say she is the perfect example 
of being consistent and committed to children. “She has the children’s needs and interests at heart, truly.”

To anyone interested in volunteering, Mimi’s advice, “Do it! It has filled my heart with so much joy!”

ASSETS
Cash ............................................................................$755,318 
Grants & Contributions Receivable ......................$2,770
Unconditional Promises to Give .............................$12,741
Prepaid Expenses ....................................................$4,038
Improvements & Equipment, Net ...........................$528,031
TOTAL .............................................................$1,302,898

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES: Accounts Payable ................................$3,325
NET ASSETS: Restricted ...........................................$1,286,832
NET ASSETS Temporarily Restricted .....................$12,741
Total Liabilities & Net Assets ..........................$1,302,898

REVENUE
Grants & Contributions .................................. $550,966
Investment Income ........................................... $1,208
Special Events (net) ......................................... $137,994
Other Income ................................................... $1,000
TOTAL ..................................................... $691,168

EXPENSES 
Program Services ............................................$485,183
General & Administrative .............................$59,009
Fundraising .......................................................$76,149
TOTAL .....................................................$620,341
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